
Past President Geal Irvine, RN, 
BSN, MSHSA was named as the 
Nurse of the Year 2008 during the 
annual PNA Tampa Nurses Week 
Celebration on May 10 at the PNA 
Pavilion, Bayanihan Village.  

 
The coveted award was presented 

by Maribel Soriano, board member and 
chairman of the Awards Committee. 
On Mrs. Irvine acceptance speech, she 
stated her humble beginning as a 
board member of the organization and 
how she climbed up to the topmost 
position through her passion and 
dedication to the nursing profession. 

  
The program kicked off with an 

invocation from Fr. Gerry Alcantara. 
He also conducted a Blessing of the 
Hands Ceremony to all the attendees.  

 
Gwen Iyog, advisor, presented the 

sponsors and guests. Representatives 
from SunTrust Bank discussed their 
financial products and explained a 
scheme on how PNA Tampa can get 
incentives should members open an 
account with them.  SunTrust also 
donated a gift basket that was raffled 
later on the program. 

Westshore Financial Group was 
represented by Sarah Weik who 
hosted a quiz show and handed gift 
cards to those who answered financial 
questions correctly. Vivian Cubero, 
PNA member, sold some bags and 
donated part of the proceeds to PNA.  

 

Sister Corazon Salazar from 
Immaculate Mary Queen of Heaven 
Missionary brought rosaries and 
bracelets. Proceeds from the sale went 
to the funding of their Livelihood 
Training Center in Cebu City which 
helps abused Filipino women to 
change their lives for the better. 

   

The finale of the affair was the 
First PNA Idol competition wherein 
members and friends were eligible to 
join. The three judges were Tony 
�/�D�P�E�H�U�W�H�� �D�V�� ���5�D�Q�G�\���´�� �6�D�U�D�K�� �:�H�L�N�� �D�V��
���3�D�X�O�D���´�� �D�Q�G�� �'�D�Q�� �,�U�Y�L�Q�H�� �D�V��
"Simon."  Some of the notable 
comments were "not to quit your day 
job" and �³�\�R�X�� �F�D�Q�� �R�Q�O�\�� �V�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
�V�K�R�Z�H�U���´ 

 

The closing remarks was delivered 
by Victoria Fabreo, president-elect and 
the Overall Chairperson for the event. 
Ning Bonoan, board member, acted as 
the master of ceremonies. VF/AZ 
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Fr. Gerry Alcantara and PNA Tampa Officers 
during the Blessing of the Hands Ceremony 

Geal Irvine accepts 
the Nurse of the 
Year Award 

The PNA Idol Judges (from L-R) 
Tony Lamberte, Sarah Weik, and 
Dan Irvine. 

Nurses Week Celebration  
 

PNA Tampa honors former prexy  
Around the Town  
 

Sto. Nino Fiesta and  
Sinulog Festival 2008  

 
This was held last January 20th 

after a nine-day Novena at St. Paul 
Catholic Church. This is an annual 
event enjoyed by Filipinos and 
Americans alike. Ang Bisaya of 
Florida, Inc. was the main organizer 
for this event supported by other 
Filipino organizations. 

PNA-Tampa together with PNA-
Gulf Coast sponsored  the 8th day of 
the novena and helped as food 
servers. The other sponsors for this 
event were  Fil-Am Club of Pinellas 
County, Ang Kaliwat Bol-Anon sa 
Florida, Inc., Couples for Christ 
Ministry, Alliance of Two Hearts 
Prayer Group, Young Adult Ministry, 
and Bicol Association of Southern 
Florida.  

On January 20th, there was a mass 
�K�H�O�G���� �I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���� �D�Q�G�� �³�6�L�Q�X�O�R�J�´��
Festival followed. It was often said 
that if one prayed fervently by those 
who participated in the procession 
and offered a dance to Sto. Nino, 
�P�L�U�D�F�O�H�V�� �F�D�Q�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�H�¶�V�� �Z�L�V�K��
will be granted. 
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